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The Historical Highlights

1915:  Detroit, MI:  Allen Browne gets his buds in the business world together to start a group called The Benevolent Order Brothers.  The name lasts about two days (after members were like, “eehhh…what the BOB”), the group continues on however with the new name of Kiwanis.  It still exists today and is known as the Detroit #1 Club.

1924:  Kiwanis clubs have spread across the U. S. and into Canada.  Members set a clear purpose of community service, and after the 1924 convention in Denver, Kiwanis adopts an International Constitution and leadership structure.  Total membership approaches the 100,000 mark.  

	The K-Family:

Where We’re Coming From…


1936:  Pullman, WA:  Kiwanian Jay Emerson gets his club to make a house on the campus of Washington State College for young men in need of a residence.  It becomes known on campus as the “Circle K House” due to the Kiwanis logo in front.  

1947:  Carthage, IL:  The first modern day Circle K Club is started at Carthage College after Kiwanis International Trustee Don Forsythe spearheads an effort to change the Kiwanis “fraternity” to a service-oriented group on college campuses.

1955:  The existing Circle K clubs are officially brought together as Circle K International.  Richard Forde from Western Michigan Circle K is the first International President of the organization consisting of 3,000 members in 156 clubs.  

1957:  The Michigan District with 11 clubs is one of the first three districts to charter.

1973:  Circle K International sets a first in the K-family by allowing women members.

1993:  Circle K International adopts the service initiative, “Focusing on the Future: Children” as the organization’s main priority.

2001:  Circle K International is the world’s largest community service and leadership organization on college campuses with more than 11,000 members in about 550 clubs worldwide.  Kiwanis International has 315,000 members in over 8,500 clubs in 82 countries.

___From the U of M/ Ann Arbor Perspective_________________________________

Ann Arbor is home to four Kiwanis Clubs, including one of the oldest and largest in the world, the Downtown club.  This rich Kiwanis environment has supported Circle K at the U of M since we began in 1967.  The club dwindled, but was rechartered by the Ann Arbor Eastern Kiwanis Club in 1984.  For over ten years, the club enjoyed a steady and strong membership of about 30 students.  In 1997, the club underwent a massive expansion in size and service bringing it to its current state with more than 150 members each year performing thousands of hours of service.  In 1998, 1999, and 2000 the U of M Circle K was recognized as the top Circle K club in the world with the International Achievement Award.      

