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Giving Thanks for the Kiwanis Family

By Amy ‘Gobble Gobble” Grude

Who hasbeen extremely active with various members of the Kiwanis Family?Yes. That’s
right. Wehave. For the past four years that | have been a member of this club, U of M CircleK has
been actively involved with various members of the Kiwanis Family. This year, however, we are bene-
fiting from some unprecedented K+am action. What, you ask, have we been up to these past few
months?

So far thisyear, we've continued to be actively involved with Downtown Ann Arbor Ki-
wanisand Dexter Kiwanis, our two sponsoring KiwanisClubs  On Halloween, fifteen Cirde K'ers
headed out to Dexter to help out with Dexter Kiwanis Club’sannua Halloween party. Our dub
sent more volunteers to the project this year than in previous years, and it was so much fun! Along
with our sponsoring dubs, we've aso worked with Chelsea Kiwanison their sausage truck saes, vis
ited Ann Arbor Western, Saline, and Detroit #1 Kiwanis Clubs, and have been in contact with sev-
era other Kiwanis Clubs in the Michigan District. This past Friday, we also went to a Detroit #1
Meeting and met the Kiwanis International President, Bob Moore.

On the Circle K level, we have been working hard on our Round Robin (visiting all of the
other clubsin the Michigan Digrict). So far we have headed out to Eagtern’sfird meeting of the
year, Western’s mass meeting, and the pancake breakfast hosted by Central. Have you ever beento a
breakfag where you have to catch your pancake asit’sflying through theair? | have! Thispast week-
end 10 of our members al so attended the Fall Leadership Training Conference (FLTC.) One of the
many interesting FL TC activities was throwing piesin the faces of the district board members for
charity. For $1, you could pie anyone in the face. And oh, wedid. (Just ask David, Lynne, and
Phillip... I’'m sure they secretly enjoyed it.) J

Asfor the other members of our Kiwanis Family, the Kam committee of our club has
been working on aKey to College program at two local high schools. For the last several weeks, Cir-
cle K members have held office hours at Pioneer and Huron High Schoolsin Ann Arbor. At these
office hours, high school students who have questions about U of M, applications, or collegein gen-
era have the chance to stop by to talk and get al of those questions answered by members of our
club.

Finally, we have the youngest group in our Kiwanis Family, our KKids club. Each Friday,
we spend the afternoon with our KKids at Berry Elementary in Detroit. The purpose of aKKids
club isto educate elementary school students about service, and to get them involved and interested
in service themselves. U of M Circle K and Detroit #1 Kiwanis work alongside each other to make
this possible, and are currently sponsoring the KKids Club at Berry for the second year. For these
past few months, the kids have been working on collecting box tops which will raise money for their
school, and making crafts for residents of nursing homes and children in hospitals. In the future,
they plan on visiting with nursing home residents, and completing several other projects of their
choosing.

Asyou can see, we participate in awide variety of K-Fam activities. The cool thing about
the Kiwanis family is that, not only do you get to interact with people from around the state of all
different agedevels, you also have the chance to embody the three tenets of Circle K while you do it.
Service, Leadership, and Friendship are staples of almost every Kiwanis family event. In closing, |
have to say that if you have never participated in an interclub (at least 4 of our members attending
an event of any other club), attended a Kiwanis meeting (free food!), or spent an afternoon with the
KKids you're missing out on one of the redly cool agpects of the dub. Theresno time like the pre-
sent to get involved!
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