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Wel cone to Circle Kl

By Payal

Pat el

Y ou’re probably wondering what you have stumbled upon.
Well, first and foremost, let me welcome you to one of the
best decisions | made of my college career: CircleK. Uni-
versity of Michigan’s Circle K belongs to the world’s largest
international collegiate service organization. We have one of
the largest Circle K clubsin theworld, and | am honored to
serve asthisyear’s club president.

| joined Circle K because | believed in what they were trying
to accomplish. -Not only does the club offer a plethora of ser-
vice opportunities, but, more importantly, it’s an opportunity
to learn and give back to the community in ways you would
have never imagined. Our godl istofoster alife-long com-
mitment to service; not only do we wish to give you opportu-
nities to serve the community, but also to take from it what it
hasto offer. Many of our alumni have taken service and have
embraced it as a part of their lives.

In addition to.its service opportunities, Circle K is an amaz-
ing leadership training organization; it has the ability to allow

individualsto take their ideas and turn them into reality. Many
of our past members have said that Circle K has taught them
things about leadership that no class at this university ever
could. We offer numerous levels of leadership that cater to
each individual’s needs and wants. Asafreshman | joined the
Children’s Service Committee not having any idea of what |
wanted to do or what | was interested in. | never dreamed then
that | would one day serve as the organization’s president, that
the journey | began my freshman year had just begun.

Thereal bait that has kept mein Circle K isthe people. | do not
think | have ever met a finer bunch of peoplein my life. These
are people that take time out of their college life to give back to
the community. | have met my best friends in this organization.

Thethreetenets of Circle K, service, friendship, & leadership,
are more than just tenets; they come together in something you
can feel at every project, club meeting and socia event. This
truly is an amazing organization.

TakeOne: Freshman Year in CircleK

By Stephanie Watson

Walking into the Union Ballroom last September was,
not kidding, one of the scariest things | have ever done. Over
three hundred people were seated in neat little rows, nearly
filling one of the biggest rooms in the Union. Three hundred
people and | did not know a single person. | am not even sure
what made me go as all of my new friends were rushing sorori-
ties and writing for the daily or smply spending their time on
schoolwork. All | knew was that | wanted to get involved and
braving ginormous mass meetings was the first step to doing it.

| remember leaving the meeting discouraged. |, being
relatively shy, did not talk to anyone and made my way back to
Burdley with the heavy knowledge that | wasin my second week
of school and very much alone. Never fear though! | decided
CirdeK wasworth atry and dgned up for Hunger Codition.

| attended the project determined to be friendly and

outgoing. It worked. One of the more senior and more involved
members convinced me to join a committee. It felt very odd to
be making such amove, but | decided to do it anyway.

Becoming part of a committee was the greatest thing |
could have done. It gave me alot of insight into the workings of
Circle K and urged me to get more and more involved. Soon |
was signing up for aproject or more aweek, aswell as running a
few of my own. Circle K also gave me connections to other
great service groups like Dance Marathon and The Detroit Pro-
ject.

Thus, through my involvement, I met some of my best
friendsaswel asfound my nichea U of M. | love every agpect
of the service we do and the people we work with. | have found
myself moved, inspired and simply contented by serving others.
So, mord of thedory is take achance, it’sgood for you.

“The Greatest Service To Yourself Is Service To Others”
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CircleK Structure

By Lisa Slominski

Oneof the many thingsthat makethe Univerdgty of Michigan CirdeK
unique isits complex (and sometimes a little bit hard to understand!)
dructure. Tomakethingssomewhat eader, | will gothrough the bad csof
CircleK club structure, and tell you alittle bit about what each part
does.

Frd of all,U of M CirdeK ispart of aninternational organization. That
means that thereare Circle K dubsat universtiesall around theworld,
and aninternational board with international truseestooverseeevery-
thing. Therearealninternational conventionsevery year wherecdubs
from all over the world get together to have fun with other CirdeK'ers
To break up al of these clubs even further, the clubs are divided into
sparatedidricts For example, the University of Michigan CircleK isin
the Michigan district, which also includes other clubs from Michigan.
We have district conventions every year at different universities, and
this year the district convention will be at U of M!

CircleK clubs are alsopart of amuch larger organization: the Kiwanis
family. KiwanisClubsare organi zationsfor adult busnessprofessonals
whoareactiveintheir communities KiwanisClubswerearound fird,
and thenthey decided togart up and gponsor service organizations at
different agelevels CirdeK isthecdlegelevel branch of theKiwanis
family, Key Club is the high school branch, Builder'sClubisthemiddle
school branch, K-Kids is the elementary school branch, and Aktion
Clubs are for people with disabilities All of thee different clubsare
devoted to community service, and they all get help from the other
branches of Kiwaniswhenthey needit. For example,U of M CirdeK
currently co-sponsors a K-Kids Club for elementary school studentsin
Detroit, and will soon co-gponsor a Builder'sClub for middle schodl gu-
dentsinYpsdlanti. Our dubisgonsored by aKiwanisClub,and we of -
tenwork together with KiwanisClubsand Key Clubson different pro-
jectsand fundraisers

Withintheclub,U of M CircleK alohasitsown gructure. Thecore of
our dubiscomposed of our 165 members whoparticipatein srvice pro-
jectsand makeour club asgreat asit isevery year. Our dubalsohas12
different committeesthat take care of different areas of the club, such as
fundraidng or setting up serviceprojects Inchargeof the committees
and other important aspects of our club are 15 chairs, and keeping track
of theentireclub are 5 executive board members All of theseparts
work together constantly throughout the year, and make our club as
amazing asitis.

Thiswhole structure thing iskind of confusing, right? Well,don't worry-
it definitely gets easier to understand later on! Once you start becoming
involved with different aspects of our structure, say, after joining acom-
mittee, attending District Convention, or hanging out with our K-Kids
everything startsfalling into place, and what was once really hard to
undergand S mply becomesanather great aspect of our club.

Circle K’ers Having Fun

Service, Service, Service

By Lisa Slominski

One of the best parts of Circle K isthe wide variety of service
opportunitiesthat it offersto its members. In Circle K, we
work with people across the life span, from infants and toddlers
at adaycare for homeless children, to the elderly in nursing
homes. We work with hospitals, elementary schools, commu-
nity centers, homeless shelters, and dozens of other places that
allow us the chance to work with and learn from avariety of
different people in avariety of different circumstances. We
also do projects with animals and the environment, and do ser-
vicein Ann Arbor, Y psilanti, and Detroit, among other places.
The structures of the service projectsin Circle K also vary, and
thereare projectstofit every schedule and every interest. Ezch
week there are numerous one-time projects, such as playing
with toddlers at a science center or cleaning up theriver, that
people can sign up for and go to on aone-time basis. There are
also many ongoing projectsin Circle K. For these projects, the
same groups of people attend the same projects each week,
some examples of which are working with teens at group
homes and volunteering at homeless shelters. Circle K aso has
opportunities for participating in mentorship programs, with
everything from hanging out with an elementary school pal
once aweek, to writing letters to the elderly. Evenif you are
interested in a service project that our club does not currently
do, U of M Circle K makes an effort to provide members with
the opportunities to put their ideas into action, and to help
make our club even better. With tons of different service pro-
jects offered each week, there are always opportunities for
members to get involved in whatever type of community ser-
vice that they are most interested in, and maybe discover new
ways of serving their community in the process.
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A Project for Every Interest

By Lynne Strickler

There are an incredibly ridiculous number of community service groups on
this campus. This is not a criticism, as I am pleased to think that so
many students are interested in serving the community, however it makes
the task of finding the “right” one rather daunting. I
recall walRing through Festifall my freshman year and
being incredibly overwhelmed. I Rnew that I wanted
to do service, but with whom? I began to sample a lot
of different clubs and amongst this buffet of service
groups, I found Circle K, Circle K intrigued me, so I
went to a meeting and another meeting. . ..for 4 years.

Finding the right student group is a personal choice,
since we all came to this university with different
goals and different expectations, so I can only impose upon you my own
reasons for being a loyal member of Circle K, Namely, Circle K gave me
the opportunity to combine my interest in service along with my other
interests in life. This pairing of interests has made certain projects into
my favorite projects. I love to cook, I feel that cooking allows one to be

creative, but also provides others with a basic need. Thus, preparing
dinner at Ronald McDonald House and Hunger Coalition rate among
my two favorite projects. At both of these projects not only do I get to
indulge my love of cooRing, but I also have the chance to
provide a meal_for those who need it, although for very dif-
ferent reasons. At Ronald McDonald House I feel good
knowing that with a team of Circle Kers cooking, parents
W can focus more of their attention on the needs of their ail-

" ing children. And at Hunger Coalition, I can directly see

_ how my time and efforts in the Ritchen are directly contrib-
¢ uting to the health and wellbeing of those who visit.

Every project that Circle K does directly helps the commu-
nity and those in it, but the ability to find the projects that are espe-
cially meaningful and important to the members is what makes Circle
K so amazing. There are a myriad of other reasons to join a club, in-
cluding fun socials, leadership opportunities, and the wonderful people
you will meet, and (uckily, you can find that all right here in Circle K/

Four Years of Projects, Four Years of Favorites

By Kabir Seth

Picking my favorite project after 4 years in Circle K is pretty much
impossble. While part of project’senjoyment certainly comes from
the volunteer work, the project’sfun truly comesfrom who you are
working with. | can honestly say the greatest people | have ever
met in college were in Circle K. They believed in what they were
doing, dedicated themselves, and had a fantastic time doing it. To
give you an idea of all the terrific projects Circle K has to offer, |
have decided to choose my favorite project(s) from freshman
through senior year.

or-Can, and Bowl-a-thon were just some of events we did, all
started my members just like you. After this year, | truly be-
lieved Circle K was capable of accomplishing anything.

After two years in the club, | had done nearly all the project Circle

K had to offer, from weekly elementary school mentoring to

playing Bingo at Riverview Nursing Home. However, | had
never attended the men?shomelessshelter. Thisis an

overnight project, and to be honest, scared me a little.

While I wasinvolved in Circle K asa committee member Faryers However, | kr’1’ew it wasimportant for me to “get out of my

my freshman year, | did not go to that many projects. opshyfad. .. cc_)rmort zone kso to dq?egk. g)rcle l\jvf?t voltjr]ttlaersevery

However, my favorite was easily Tiny Tots at Leslie . nIght one weex, and I signed up. e certainly per-
makeit worth |[turbed, | managed to get through the night and even went

Science Center. This is a project where parents can
bring their young children to learn a little more about i
; , . It.

science, go on a nature hike, and eat the all-important
snack. Our job is to basically facilitate the activities and
play with the kids Who doex’t enjoy playing with kids?
The project is still a favorite of mine and is a great way to

Kabir Seth

back another night. The project put human faces to home-
lessness and pushed me to learn more about the subject.

As | enter my senior year, | have not chosen a favorite pro-
ject as yet. Teaching computers to the elderly at Sequoia

“get your feet wet” if you are new to Circle K.

Sophomore year was a time | became much more active in Circle K,
taking on a bigger leadership position as chair of the Campus Rela-
tions committee. My favorite projects became the large-scale events
the club set up and continue to this day. CK Service Day, Trick-

Place is a lot of fun, but I think | am still undecided. Circle
K has been a fantastic experience for me, allowing me to meet
extraordinary people, and make this big college a lot smaller.
Some of my happiest moments from my college career are with
the people in this club, and | encourage all of you to make an ef-
fort to get involved. Four yearsgoeshy fagd...make it worth it.
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CircleK.

So now that I’ve goneinto al these details
about socials, you praobably find yourself
asking, “How do all these wild and crazy
things happen?’. Well, I’m here to help!
One of the cool things about U of M Circle K isthat it has a bunch of committees,
and one of these committeesis dedicated to coming up with fun things for the club
todo! They have alot of exciting things planned so far this year, but to find out
what they are, you are just going to have to come to more meetings, and more so-
cias! Seeyou al around 8pm!

Circle K Socials!

By Matt Kochanek

| LOVE CIRCLE K SOCIALS. Socids are the most amazing time you will have.
After doing hours and hours of community service with people, finding out what
they are like “after hours” isa great time. Ice cream, Frisbee, Laser Tag, Tiger’s
Baseball Games, Weekend Ski Trips... I’ve done them all with Circle K. Sure,
Circle K isaservice group, but without
them socials, it simply would not be the
same club. | know that | certainly look
forward to unwinding after our weekly
Thursday meetings with my friends from
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Uof MCrcle K Wns 1st Pl ace!

By Amy Grude

Wouldn’t it be cool to take a vacation every year with your student
organization? To visit a different city, stay in a nice hotel, spend
quality time with friends (new and old), and dance the night away?
I think it sounds like a blast, and that’s why | have attended the Cir-
cleK International Convention for two yearsin arow.

International Convention (ICON) is held every summer in July or
August and is a time for Circle K’ers from all over the world to
come together and celebrate a year of service. Thisyear ICON was
held in Indianapolis. Other recent conventions have been held in
the great vacation spots of Orlando, San Diego, and Jamaica. Next
year, we will bein St. Louis.

After a mad rush to get everything together on time and a 4-hour
road trip with plenty of walkie-talkie action, we arrived at the gor-
geous Omni hotel in downtown Indy. After check-in and a quick
dinner, it was time for the opening session that officially kicks off
convention. Following opening session was a dance.

Day two of ICON was by far my favorite. It started out early (as
usual) with workshops. After the initial round of workshops there
were some more workshops, which we promptly skipped in order to
have a leisurely lunch at the mall. (All the fun of ditching school,
but without the calls to your parents!) The rest of the afternoon
consisted of caucusing, which is the process of candidates running
for International Office telling us what they want to see happen in
Circle K and why we should vote for them. While caucusing isn’t
the most exciting thing in the world, Michigan makes it fun with
our crazy sense of humor.

In the evening the whol e district went out to a nice dinner and then
got al dressed up for the awards ceremony. We were thrilled to
win 1% place in the scrapbook competition and ecstatic to win the
1% place club achievement award in the large club division. That
is the highest honor any individual club can receive, and it means
the University of Michigan Circle K is the most accomplished Cir-
cle K club in the world. It was severa hours before my heart
stopped pounding due to al the nerves, tension, and anticipation
followed by a greet thrill. After the awards ceremony a hypnotist
worked his magic on some members of the audience. 1’m sure
they hope not too many of their friends got pictures.

The next two days were filled with a mix of official business and
fun. The international officers were elected and decisions affect-
ing al of Circle K International were voted on by the governing
body. (Each club is represented by 2 delegates who take part in all
voting). While not the highlight for many, the House of Delegates
isaways interesting and gives alot of insight into what CircleK is
like on an international level.

We ended with closing session, which was followed by a dance.
Many of us missed this dance, however, because we were out
causing a little trouble Michigan-style. (If you want to know, you
will just have to ask!)

Needless to say, ICON is always packed with activity and adven-
ture. It’s atime to meet new people, seefriends from around the
country, and get to know both your club and district better. 1 will
be there next year, and | hope you will too.


http://www.umcirclek.org
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